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gist - In a NewYork suburban railcar, a banker takes umbrage 
at some afro-american children who were being prodded       
towards tumultous behavior. Their father explains that he was 
keeping them distracted from the recent demise of their 
mother. The Banker empathises.

duration 5 minutesnative language  Hindilocation Mumbai, Indiaperiod present daystyle real-time. realistic
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sa
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Money L
ine  Jim 

Novak (s
treamtim

e 75 sec
s)

Pulling into
 my servic

e station 4
5 minutes 

late one m
orning, I 

shouted to
 the custo

mers, "I'll 
turn the pu

mps on rig
ht away!" 

What I did
n't know w

as that the
 night crew

 had left th
em on all 

night. By th
e time I got

 to the offic
e, most of t

he cars had
 filled up 

and driven
 off. Only o

ne custome
r stayed to

 pay. My he
art sank. 

ThenThen the c
ustomer pu

lled a wad
 of cash fr

om his po
cket and 

handed it t
o me. "We 

kept passin
g the mone

y to the las
t guy," he 

said. "We f
igured you

'd get here
 sooner or 

later."       
                

  

            
            

            
    A Rea

der’s Di
gest an

ecdote



Bennet Cerf
 relates thi

s touching 

story about a
 bus that wa

s bumping 

along a back
 road in the S

outh. In one 

seat a wispy
 old man sa

t holding a 

bunch of fres
h flowers.

AcrossAcross the 
aisle was a

 young girl 

whose eyes 
came back 

again and 

again to the 
man's flower

s. The time 

came for the 
old man to ge

t off. Impul-

sively he hru
st the flower

s intto the 

girl's lap.  "
I can see yo

u love the 

flowers," he 
explained, "a

nd I think 

mymy wife wou
ld like for y

ou to have 

them. I'll tell 
her I gave th

em to you." 

The girl acc
epted the flo

wers, then 

watched the 
old man get 

off the bus 

and walk thro
ugh the gate

 of a small 

cemetery .    
           

       Chicke
n Soup Fo

r The Sou
l
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